
For over 36 years, Joliet Area Community 
Ho s pi c e  ( JAC H )  h a s  prov i d e d 
compassionate care to terminally ill adults 
and children, and their families, without 
regard to economic status in the eight 
counties we serve: Will, Grundy, Kendall, 
LaSalle, Livingston and portions of Cook, 
DuPage and Kankakee.

  No one in need of the services JACH provides is ever turned 
away due to their inability to pay. With the top priority being 
“quality patient care,” JACH makes every effort to meet the 
physical, psychological, environmental, social, spiritual, and 
emotional needs of the patient and his or her family as they face 
the end of life. 
  Since the first patient was admitted in April of 1983, more 
than 32,000 patients have spent their final days and months in 
greater comfort because of the expert quality patient care that 
JACH’s interdisciplinary teams provide. In 2018 alone, JACH 
served 2,006 hospice patients in nursing homes, long term care 
facilities, their personal residence and in our inpatient unit.
  In May 2004, Joliet Area Community Hospice proudly opened 
the doors to the first free-standing hospice home inpatient unit in 
Illinois. Today the structure remains a sound, well-built facility 
that has served the community well. What we have learned since 
2004 is that there is a need in our inpatient unit for more private 
family space, a larger commercial kitchen, the need for families 
to have separate cooking and dining space other than the 
commercial kitchen, and the desire to have our professional staff 
much closer to our patients and families throughout all hours of 
the day. The National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization 
states that hospice cares for over 1.65 million Americans every 
year. As the U.S. population ages, the need for palliative care
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Joliet Area Community Hospice
17th Annual Golf Classic

August 13, 2019
9:00 am Shotgun Start

Men/Women & Mixed Scramble
Inwood Golf Course

3200 W. Jefferson St., Joliet 
 

Hosted by 

For details or to register, visit  www.joliethospice.org 
under events

or call 815. 740.4104

Signature Sponsors: 
 Busey Bank, Daley’s Ambulance & The Horton Group
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and hospice services will increase. According to census 
information, by 2050 the proportion of the U.S. population age 
85 and over is projected to triple to almost 18 million, or 4.5% 
of the population (from under 2% in 2012). Because of this 
growth as I have shared with you before, JACH is adding four 
more patient rooms, raising capacity from 16 to 20 beds, with 
four additional rooms to be used as family gathering spaces that 
can be transformed into additional patient rooms when state 
legislation changes again in the future.
  This year we publicly launched the “Remembering from the 
Heart” capital campaign to expand and renovate the Hospice 
Home inpatient unit, while remembering the many people and 
gifts that made it possible approximately 16 years ago. A new 
twelve-room addition and renovations to the existing structure 
will improve the patient and family experience by creating an 
enlarged, brighter and more efficient, refreshed environment 
to help create meaningful moments for patients and families. 
On Wednesday, April 24th we officially broke ground for the 
expansion/renovation with well over a hundred guests attending. 
I am so grateful and in awe of the support we’ve already received 
for this endeavor.
  Moments that are always remembered by those closest to them, 
even with the passage of time, are the moments surrounding the 
birth and death of people we love. These capital improvements 
are designed to provide the best possible environment for 
patients and families for the best possible moments. Making all 
the moments - from entering the hospice home inpatient unit 
to leaving after a loved one dies – the best they can possibly be. 
Every aspect of our plan focuses on the goal of maintaining a 
dignified and comfortable quality of life, by creating as many of 
the comforts of home as possible.
   If you would like more information or would like to be a part of 
our Remembering from the Heart campaign with a gift, please 
contact our Development Office at 815-531-3553.Thank you for 
your advocacy and support. If we can be of assistance to you or 
a loved one, please contact us.

Mary K. Sheehan, RN, MSN, MBA,CEO
815-740-4104

Joliet Area Community Hospice Staff

JACH Annual Dinner Meeting 
Monday, April 22, 2019

Bolingbrook Golf Club • 2001 Rodeo Dr.
Bolingbrook, IL

5 p.m. Social Hour  •  6 - 8 p.m. Dinner/Program 
Cash Bar • Silent Auction/Raffles and More!

 $75 Per Guest/$750 Table of 10
No tickets issued - Reservations held at the door

Sponsorships available

To order tickets or to be a sponsor
visit joliethospice.org/events or call 815.740.4104
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FRIENDS OF HOSPICE

SAVE THE DATES: Please join us for these great JACH events

The Del Webb 
Community of 
Shorewood Glen 
hosted their 10th 
Annual “Evening at 
the Lodge” dinner 
fundraiser and 
donated over $11,000 
to JACH. They have 
raised over $100,000 
for JACH in the last ten 
years. 

Crest Hill residents 
enjoyed a Disco theme 
for the 20th anniversary 
Chaney Nerd Walk 
benefiting JACH in May. 
The group raised $2,878 
for JACH.

A Certificate of 
Appreciation was 
presented in May to 
Carrie Moses, Manager 
of the Walmart in 
Morris, Illinois for their 
donation of $1,000 to 
JACH. The Shorewood 
Walmart also recently 
donated $2,000 to 
JACH!

The students of Minooka 
High School Interact 
Club donated fleece 
blankets they made for 
our patients.

The Mokena Woman’s 
Club presented Mary 
K. Sheehan and Patrice
Martin with a check for
$1,000 to support the
Writers Workshop for
Grieving through the JACH
Bereavement Dept.

17th Annual Golf Classic - August 13, 2019
A Time to Remember:  Memorial Service and
Luminary Walk - September 26, 2019

Hospice Guild Fashion Show - November 3, 2019
Veterans Day Breakfast - November 8, 2019
Lights of Love -November 27, 2019

For information, please call 815-740-4104, or visit our website at joliethospice.org
Sponsorships are available for most of these events. Ask how you can support JACH as a sponsor.

Visitation and Aid 
Society of Joliet 
presented Mary 
K. Sheehan with a
$1,000 donation
for our pediatric
program at their
annual spring
luncheon.



 Joliet Area Community Hospice (JACH) hosted the 
Remembering from the Heart Annual Dinner fundraiser, 
Monday, April 22 at Bolingbrook Golf Club. The event 
was presented by Busey Bank and The Horton Group. 
More than 340 guests registered for the event that honored 
Margaret and Bill Benoit and IL. Rep. Natalie Manley with 
Heart of Hospice awards. Guests had the opportunity to 
bid on 61 silent auction items, take a chance on 26 basket 
raffles or purchase a flashing light necklace to play a game 
for a chance to win a 3-night get away to Lake Geneva 
courtesy of Margaret and Bill Benoit.
  New this year was a wine pull. Donated bottles of wine 
included some $50, $100 and even $250 bottles. What a 
deal for a $20 donation. The theme for the evening was 
“starting the conversation.” Dr. Muhammad Krad, JACH 
Medical Director and Mary Rossio, Director of Business 
Development put on a puppet show to demonstrate how to 
get the conversation about end of life wishes and filling out 
advance directives started in a light hearted way.  Thanks 
to the generosity of the sponsors, donors, volunteers and 
guests, more then $58,000 was raised at the dinner.

BEREAVEMENT DEPARTMENT JACH EVENTS
Afternoon Adult Support Group
Meets the second Friday of each month
July 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 13, Oct. 11,
Nov. 8, Dec. 13   Time: 1:30-3 pm

Evening Adult Support Group
Meets the third Thursday of each month with the 

exception of October (due to workshop)
July 18, Aug. 15, Sept. 19, Nov. 21, Dec. 19

Time: 6-7:30 pm

Spousal Loss Group
Meets the first Thursday of each month with the 

exception of October (due to workshop)
July 11, Aug. 1, Sept. 5, Nov. 7, Dec. 5 Time: 6-7:30 pm

“Can’t Pour from an Empty Cup”
Caregiver Support Seminar

August 14,  Time: 1-2:30 pm
Teen and Family Nights coming soon

(watch joliethospice.org
under Bereavement for details)

Above workshops and support groups take place at 
JACH,  250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet.

Grief Writing Workshop
Writing from the Heart – no experience necessary!
A six-week series that guides those who have lost 
a loved one to write about their grief experience. 

Participants will share their writings with
other group members.

July 10, July 24, August 14, August 28,
Sept. 11 and Sept. 25,  Time:  6-7 pm

Pre-registration required 

A Time to Remember:
Memorial Service and Luminary Walk

A time to remember our loved ones who have died in 
JACH hospice care  from July 1, 2018 through

August 31, 2019 and anyone who has attended JACH 
Bereavement programs. 

September 26  Time: 6:30-8:00 pm
Jacob Henry Mansion – Joliet, IL 

Pre-registration is required. 
No charge to participate.

Lights of Love Memorial 
Tribute and Tree Lighting Ceremony

November 27 at the Rialto Theater-Joliet.
 Pre-registration required.

Karen Sorbero, JACH Board Member, accepted the Community 
Service Council of Will County Outstanding Human Service Award 
which was presented to JACH on April 18th.

Bill and Margaret Benoit and IL State Rep. Natalie Manley 
(D-Joliet)  received the Heart of Hospice Award at the JACH 
Annual Dinner April 22.

On Wednesday, April 24, members of the Joliet Region Chamber 
of Commerce; JACH’s CEO Mary K. Sheehan and its board of 
directors, employees, volunteers, donors and friends; fundraising 
campaign steering committee, Ethos Workshop Architects, and 
Berglund Construction Company broke ground for the addition 
a n d  re n ov at i on  o f  t h e  1 5 - y e a r- o l d  h o s p i c e  h om e .
  A new state law passed last August increased the allowable 
beds from 16 to 20 for in-patient hospice facilities statewide.  
The expansion plans, part of a $3.5 million Remembering 
from the Heart fundraising c a m p a i g n ,  w e r e  announced 
January 15 at a campaign kickoff event.
“When I visited with St ate  Rep.  Nat a l i e  Manley 
(D-Joliet)in April of 2018, about the waiting list—beds full 
and patients waiting at home or at hospitals or at nursing 
homes for their end-of-life care—she knew something had to 
be done,” explained Sheehan. Manley’s mother spent the last 
few days of her life at the Joliet hospice home inpatient unit. 
Sheehan continued, “Today’s ground breaking wouldn’t have 
been possible if not for the legislative effort led by Rep. Manley 
and supported by Sen. Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant (D).”
  The hospice home’s expansion will improve the patient and 
family experience by creating an enlarged, brighter and more 
efficient refreshed environment. The guiding philosophy of 
the hospice home inpatient unit focuses on creating as many 
of the comforts of home as possible in an atmosphere where 
patient symptoms are 
controlled and they can be 
surrounded by loved ones. 
  The hospice facility also 
plans to add four private 
family gathering rooms 
with showers, a multi-
family dining room for use 
by visitors spending time 
with patients; an enlarged 
commercial kitchen, modified entrance for handicapped access; 
nurse stations closer to patient rooms, technology modernization 
and a bigger, brighter solace room that can be used for private 
memorial services and/or family gatherings. Each patient room 
will have French Doors leading to a private patio. Four spaces 
are included anticipating the future when state law expands its 
limits on the number of allowed beds once again. 

JOLIET AREA COMMUNITY HOSPICE BREAKS GROUND ON 
HOSPICE HOME INPATIENT UNIT EXPANSION/RENOVATION

Addition Will Enable Hospice Home to Serve More Patients and Families 

  It will take many empathetic hearts to give the
$3.5 million+ needed to renovate and improve the Hospice 
Home inpatient unit. Giving from the heart ensures that 
the members of our community have access to exceptional 
hospice care in a modern, well-equipped inpatient facility 
for many years to come; care that is comforting to those 
facing end-of-life, as well as their loved ones. Thank you 
for this consideration!

• Gifts may be made in cash, securities or by JACH
transfer from a savings or checking account

• Gifts can be made through a secure online portal at
joliethospice.org or mailed to Joliet Area Community
Hospice, Development Office, 250 Water Stone Circle,
Joliet, IL 60431

• Gifts can include bequests, real estate, life insurance
and other personal property

• Matching gifts through your employer or spouse’s
employer can double, or even triple your gift

• Pledges are encouraged and may be extended over a
period of up to three years

• Your gift may be made in honor or in memory
of someone

• Naming opportunities are available
• Gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law

Ways to Invest in the 

Remembering from the Heart Campaign

Aerial view of the new addition to the Hospice Home 
Inpatient Unit at 250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL.

Campaign Co-chair Terry D’Arcy addresses 
guests at the ground breaking ceremony 
of the Hospice Home Inpatient Unit as 
Co-chair Michael Rittof and JACH CEO, 
Mary K. Sheehan look on.  (Not pictured: 
Campaign Co-Chair Thomas Vana).

Members of the JACH 
Board, leadership, Campaign 
Steering Committee chairs 
and honorary chairs along 
with a Joliet Chamber 
representative, and various 
construction contractors 
make the first dig towards 
the addition and renovation 
project. 

 “We are so grateful for our Remembering for the Heart campaign 
co-chairs Terry D’Arcy of Shorewood, Mike Rittof of Channahon 
and Tom Vana of New Lenox, and the entire steering committee,” 
noted Sheehan. To-date $3.3 million has been raised toward the 
campaign goal of at least $3.5 million. Naming opportunities are 
available.
   For questions about the campaign or for information about 

making a gift, contact Jackie Bersano, Senior Director of 
Development & Communications

at 815-531-3553. 


